Conclusion
In the1996 amended safety assessment of polyvinyl acetate, the Cosmetic Ingredient Review Expert Panel stated that this ingredient is safe as a cosmetic ingredient in the present practices of use. 1 The Expert Panel reviewed newly available studies since that assessment along with updated frequency and concentration of use information. [2] [3] [4] [5] [6] [7] [8] [9] [10] [11] The Expert Panel confirmed that polyvinyl acetate is safe in the present practices of use and concentration given in Table 1 and did not reopen this safety assessment.
Discussion
Polyvinyl acetate was used in 7 products in 1996, based on voluntary reports provided to the US Food and Drug Administration (FDA) by industry, at concentrations <25%. 1 Data provided to FDA in 2011 indicated that polyvinyl acetate was being used in 50 products. 6 Current use concentration data from a cosmetics industry survey indicated that the ingredient was being used in cosmetics at concentrations ranging from 0.4% to 47%. 10 Although concentration of use for polyvinyl acetate had increased since the original safety assessment, the 1996 safety assessment detailed a human repeat insult patch study in which polyvinyl acetate was tested at a concentration of 50% with no allergic or irritation responses. 1
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